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Dear Orchard Families, June 22, 2021

Happy Summer! Today marks our final day of instruction with students here at Orchard School. It is certainly a day to
celebrate! On behalf of the staff here at Orchard, we congratulate all of our students and wish everyone a restful summer
vacation.

It seems like only yesterday we were reopening schools for September. Given the restrictions around school closures, I wasn’t
quite sure how long we would have before we would close. As each day moved closer to our start, I wished and hoped that we
would just open - and we did. September turned to October and soon the months flew by. We had our lemons, that’s for sure, but
overall I remain incredibly proud of our students and staff for a remarkable year of school.

Take a moment to praise your child. Truly praise them. They worked diligently for 10 months. They attended school and gave it
their all - when present or when online. They logged into Google Meets at home and completed assignments right up until the
very last day. They complied with requirements and did it all with a smile. Those smiles - and yes, we could see them behind
those masks! - made our days here at Orchard. As with any year, but most importantly this one; thank you for sharing your
children with us. They are the reason we do what we do!

As we prepare for next year, I realize that there are still some pieces to the pandemic puzzle that we haven’t quite fit together
just yet. Please know that our administrative team remains committed to reopening in September with a full day of school, and
we look forward to communicating with families this summer on the particulars.

In closing, I thought I would share with you an activity we did this month. On field day, one of our indoor stations was to paint
a rock for a rock garden. We encouraged students to paint their rock with a positive message, a hope, or just simply something
that would brighten our days. Yesterday, each homeroom class came down and placed their finished rocks symbolically. We
talked about how our year was like the rocks - strong, determined, able to persevere; yet creatively colorful, positive, and
radiant. We discussed how each of us are a unique and beautiful part of Orchard school, and that together we create a wonderful
community. Together, we read the book Where I Belong and were reminded of the special place that is Orchard School. Our
fifth graders even planted a time capsule to commemorate the historic year they had as 5th graders! I know that when I come to
work each day this summer, these rocks will put a smile on my face.

This summer, I hope to...

● Read. I just started High Conflict and am committing myself to really listening to others.
● Relax. A goal is to find an appropriate start and end to the work day.
● Reset. After a stressful 15 months, I need to practice staying calm - especially around my 3 year old!
● Reflect. We’ve had a tremendous year of change. What changes were for the better?
● Renew. Healing is in order, for all of us. Self-care is important and necessary.

Happy Summer, Orchard. Most importantly - have fun and enjoy. I can’t wait to see everyone in September!

Sincerely,

Mary Ferreri

Our 2020-21 Rock Garden
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